MERCURY

THEVOICE OF TASMANIA m—

Surviving by

stealing food

Youth battle cash woes, report finds

CAMERON WHITELEY

YOUNG Tasmanians are skip-
ping meals due to a lack of
money, with some forced to
steal just so they can eat, a new
study has found.

The confronting insights
were outlined in a report pre-
sented to politicians yesterday
— ahead of Anti-Poverty
Week and amid calls to raise
allowances for young people.

The Real Youth Survival Re-
port 2019 was prepared by six
young Tasmanians as part of
Colony 47’s Backswing project,
and surveyed 66 people aged
between 15 and 24.

One respondent said they
could not afford to see a doctor
and could barely afford to eat
after paying their bills.

“] can't afford to run a car,
which holds me back from get-
ting a job. These are supposed

to be the best years of my life,
but I've never felt worse,” the
respondent said.

Another said after paying
for rent, food and transport to
work-for-the-dole  activities,
they were left with just $ll
spare for the fortnight.

One of those who prepared
the report, Kyle Rowbottom,
said it highlighted the financial
issues facing young people.
The 21-year-old has dreams to
become a chef.

Mr Rowbottom said it was
sad that 36 per cent of respon-
dents had been forced to resort
to stealing so they could eat.

Backswing co-ordinator
Donovan Szypura said the sur-
vey, which showed 85 per cent of
respondents experienced finan-
cial stress and 75 per cent had to
skip a meal, was alarming.

Colony 47 chief executive
Danny Sutton said the report

showed the amount of Newstart
and Youth Allowance young
people were entitled to was a
clear cause of financial stress.

Human Services Minister
Roger Jaensch joined Labor
housing spokeswoman Alison
Standen and Greens Leader
Cassy O’Connor on a panel
that received the report.

Mr Jaensch said it was im-
portant to hear directly from
youth about the issues they
were facing. He dodged ques-
tions about whether he thought
Newstart and Youth Allowance
provisions were sufficient, say-
ing it was a matter for the Fed-
eral Government to consider.

But Ms Standen said the re-
port clearly furthered the argu-
ment to increase financial
benefits for young people.

Ms O’Connor said expect-
ing young people to live on less
than $40 a day was cruel.
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